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the Psalms, but for scholars and specialists in biblical study they do not super- 
sede the valuable work of Perowne or of Delitzsch. His translations, in bold- 
faced types, are usually fortified by the battlements of Hebrew learning, 
though there is occasionally room for difference of opinion. The author's 
work is well "up to date." The mechanical execution of the book is uniform 
with the other volumes in the series. Price. 



Neutestamentliche Zeitgeschichte von Lie. theol. Oskar Holtzmann. J. 

C. B. Mohr, Freiburg i. B. und Leipzig, 1895. Pp. viii., 260 octavo. 

Price, Marks, 4.50. 
It is seldom that so much good material is got so well into so small a 
compass as in this volume. It cannot indeed be affirmed that the quality has 
not suffered by the excessive condensation, but it is surprising that the injury 
has not been far greater. Professor Holtzmann has succeeded in producing 
a book which is small enough to be accurately described as a manual, and yet 
comprehensive enough to give an instructive survey of the subject. The 
contents are arranged under four heads: (1) a long introduction defining the 
theme and reviewing authorities ; (2) the historical basis of the New Testa- 
ment literature ; (3) the forms of Jewish life in the time of the New Testa- 
ment ; (4) the religious notions of the Jews in the New Testament age. The 
work runs parallel in the main to the magnum opus of Professor Schiirer, but 
our author claims to have gone further than his predecessor and master in that 
he gives prominence to the relation between Hellenism and early Christianity. 
The very interesting part of the introduction which treats of the sources for 
the history of the internal development of the Jewish people is on the whole 
capitally written. It goes too far afield however. The Book of Job (which is 
oddly grouped with Tobit and Judith), Proverbs, and Esther can hardly be 
included among the sources of New Testament history. And too much atten- 
tion is given to relatively unimportant writings. Three pages, for instance, 
are occupied by a summary of the Pseudo-Phocylides, whilst the far more 
notable Wisdom of Solomon gets barely two. That nearly one-fourth of the 
section is devoted to Philo is not surprising as Professor Holtzmann believes 
that a cultivated Jew about the beginning of our era differed but little from a 
cultivated Christian of the second century. The bibliographical notes are char- 
acterized by German forgetfulness of works published in English. No men - 
tion is made, for example, of the edition of Enoch by Mr. Charles or of that 
of the Psalms of Solomon by Professor Ryle. The chapter on geography 
contains several unguarded statements. It is not fair to represent Luke as 
stating that the five thousand were fed in the city of Bethsaida (Luke 9: 10 ff.) 
The context distinctly points at the neighborhood. The remark that the 
Asiarchs were associated with the worship of Artemis ought to have been 
accompanied by a reference to the suggestion of Professor Schiirer (in Riehm 
ed. ii. p. 123) that they were connected with the cult of the Caesars. It is far 
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from certain that Paul literally fought with wild animals in the amphitheatre 
of Ephesus (i Cor. 1 5 : 32), or that the Apocalyptic monster was Caligula (Rev. 
13:18), yet both of these opinions are asserted as if they were facts which had 
never been questioned. On the other hand, the conjecture that Bethsaida 
Julias was named after the wife, not the daughter of Augustus, is worth con- 
sidering. The chronology of the gospels is based on the synoptists and on 
patristic evidence. It is therefore supposed that the ministry lasted only one 
year, beginning in 28 and ending in 29. The chronology of Acts and the 
Epistles is even more at variance with received ideas. Paul was converted, 
not in 37 as most believe, but in the summer after the crucifixion. He may 
have written his first epistle, which was perhaps that to the Galatians, though 
our author speaks with some hesitation on this point, in 47 A. D. The Roman 
imprisonment terminated in 58 A. D. It needs scarcely be observed that this 
chronological scheme rests on very insecure foundations. The most debatable 
chapter in the book is the last entitled " Hellenistic Influence on Jewish 
Religion." In his enthusiasm for Hellenic culture Professor Holtzmann over- 
looks its defects, fails to do justice to some Old Testament passages, and 
ignores the Oriental religions with which Judaism came in contact, especially 
Zoroastrianism. When he contends that the teaching of the New Testament 
about the imitation of God, the divine care for individuals and the brute crea- 
tion, body and spirit, and future retribution were strongly affected by Greek 
influence ; when he maintains that belief in the latter came up among the 
Jews only in the second century B. C, and that through the silent working of 
Greek thought, he cannot expect judicious students to follow him. The book 
is well indexed and on the whole well printed, but there are some provoking 
errata. W. T. S. 



